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School     Overview

Blue Lake Elementary School- Established August 2022



- Land   was   donated   by   The   City   of   Boca   Raton

- Projected   enrollment   in   2024-2025  - 906   
students

- All   safety   measures   meet   new   state   
requirements!

- Most   updated   technology   the   school   district   
has

- Over   650   PTA Members/ Volunteers   during  the   
2023-2024   school year.

- High   Performing   Teachers and students! 
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Meet  Our Instructional   Staff!
Mrs. Chelsea Akkus 

Ms. Cathy Archer 
Ms. Kelsey Claar 

Mrs. Jiovanna Penner 
Ms. Mia Novakowski

Ms. Jordan Tell 
Ms. Toni Yazurlo 



Who to Contact @ Blue Lake 
Mariel Stark - Exceptional Student Education(ESE) Coordinator: Mariel.Stark@palmbeachschools.org

Victoria Essi - Data Processor (registration information): Victoria.Essi@palmbeachschools.org

Joline West- Cafeteria Manager: Joline.West@palmbeachschools.org

Christine Garcia - English Language Learners (ELL) Coordinator: Christine.Garcia@palmbeachschools.org

Corena Vlahakis - After the Bell (ATB) Director: Corena.Vlahakis@palmbeachschools.org

Natalia Zapata-Henao- Guidance Counselor and 504 Contact: natalia.zapatahenao@palmbeachschools.org

Pamela Kline - School Nurse: pkline@hcdpbc.org

Nicole Pennaso - Assistant Office Secretary (attendance): Nicole.Penasso@palmbeachschools.org

Seth J. Moldovan - Principal: Seth.Moldovan@palmbeachschools.org

Shari Feranga - Assistant Principal: Shari.Farenga@palmbeachschools.org 
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mailto:natalia.zapatahenao@palmbeachschools.org
mailto:Nicole.Penasso@palmbeachschools.org
mailto:Seth.Moldovan@palmbeachschools.org
mailto:Shari.Farenga@palmbeachschools.org


School Layout
Main Building- Three levels 
(All Classrooms)

- K/1- First Floor
- 1/2/3- Second Floor
- 3/4/5- Third Floor

Art Room, Music Room, 
Media Center, and Cafeteria. 



Our Staff- By the Numbers!
1. (28) Reading Endorsed Teachers

2. (18) Gifted Endorsed Teachers or working 
towards endorsement. 

3. (31) ESOL Endorsed Staff Members

4. (16) Bilingual Staff members

5. Average Teacher “Years of Experience”- 10



My Journey and My WHY ! 
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Guiding    Principles



Blue Lake Elementary School Philosophy of Teaching and Learning

Learn Passionately: We provide rigorous student-centered learning experiences and support 
student’s ability to drive their own learning through a relevant and immersive experience.

Foster Community: We embrace strong relationships as a critical component for successful 
learning.

Embrace Diversity and Equity: We focus on practices, pedagogies, and curricula that 
encourage inclusion and equity.

Break Boundaries: We support deep learning that happens across disciplines and in 
non-traditional settings.

Create Change: We nurture learners to be active and engaged citizens who address real 
problems, share their unique perspectives, and make an impact in our school and throughout 
our community. 



A successful school has strong systems and processes in 
place! Be intentional!  

Positive Behavior 
Support Program
A universal guide for 
all students, staff, and 
community members 

to 

Community 
Support

Identify and 
encourage community 

organizations to 
support our school. 

Response To 
Intervention

Early identification 
and support of 

students with learning 
and behavior needs. 

Social Emotional 
Learning

Development of healthy 
identities, manage emotions, 

and achieve personal and 
collective goals.

Academic 
Excellence

Ensure academic excellence 
in all classrooms for all 

students. 

Safety

Proactive planning to be 
prepared for any challenges 

which may arise. 
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School    Safety      



Internal Safety 
Levers

● Full time Officer on Campus

● Classroom doors are locked at all times

● ID Badges are worn by all employees & 
visitors

● “See Something, Say Something”

● Code Drills are practiced throughout the 
year, after we teach students, what to do in 
case of an emergency. 

● Our new building was built to safety 
protocols required following the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas tragedy. 

● Universal Student Badges



Highlights-
1. School Resource Officer
2. Single Point Access- Keypads
3. VITAL Trained Staff
4. EPIC Response
5. Close to entrance/exit
6. Dismissal tags



EDUCATE



BLUE LAKE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMMING

IEP determines 
placement.

Gifted 
paperwork

Speech 
Language 
Services

Testing takes 
place at the 

beginning of 
school.

ASD 

Gifted/Advanced ESOL



 

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL DAY LOOK LIKE AT 
Blue Lake?

• Gator News (Morning Announcements)

• Literacy Block

• Writing

• Lunch

• P.E. Teach (outdoor recess)

• Math

• Fine Arts (Music, Art, PE, Robotics, Guidance, Media)

• Diff Instruction (extra reading or enrichment)

• Science/Social Studies

• Dismissal



LITERACY AT SUNRISE 
PARK

We will offer a variety of programs to encourage lifelong 
reading!  

✔ I-ready

✔ Benchmark “Core Curriculum” 

✔ Weekly visits to the Media Center  through the Fine Arts 
wheel 

✔ Authors Alley to spotlight writing 

✔ Digital Literacy

✔ Author Visits
✔ Career Day

LITERACY AT 
Blue Lake 



Kindergarten Readiness Kits- FREE!!!- 
Please make sure you get one before 

leaving tonight! 



Lunch/Recess
● 30 minutes
● Try to pack a healthy lunch
● Practice opening packages 

Independently
● Water Bottle Every Day
● Supervised Play
● Designated Play- Rotation
● Closed Toed Shoes

Please No Toys From Home



LITERACY AT SUNRISE 
PARK

   Cambridge Primary 
at Blue Lake 



AFFIRM



Positive Behavior 
Support
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) is 

an evidence-based approach, which 

aims to enhance the Quality of Life 

and minimize individuals’ problematic 

behavior (Carr, et al. 2002). To 

achieve that, PBS focuses on the 

development of individuals’ positive 

behaviors (behaviors that are 

associated with academic, health, 

social, recreational, community and 

family achievement).









Important 
“Things   To   Know!” 



DRESS CODE- Handout in packet

Dress Code- Gator Gear!
Can be worn every day 

https://www.bluelakepta.org/home

https://www.bluelakepta.org/home


SUPPLY LISTS- 
https://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/kits.php?sid=1178987

https://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/kits.php?sid=1178987




- All traffic will enter and exit the 
campus off of Banyan Blvd.
 

- Practice getting out of the car 
over the summer. 

- Students can only exit/enter on 
the passenger side. 

- You will be asked to pull all the 
way forward in our carline. 

Student    
Drop-off/Pick-up



In Your Seat at 
8:00am or You’re 

Late

Not in Carline

Not at the Bike Rack

Not inside the fence

At 8:00am, all parents must 
park and  walk their child in to 

the front office. Students will be 
documented tardy and that 

goes on their permanent 
record. Arrive EARLY! 



How do I get 
home?

● Walker/Biker
● Bus
● Car Rider
● Aftercare

Car Rider- If your child will be car pick-up, you 
will receive car tags when you come to “Meet 
The Teacher.” 

Bus Riders- Will receive tags to designate which 
bus they ride. All routes are posted on the 
district website Late July/Early August. 

Walkers will be escorted, to meet their parents 
at dismissal,  at the bike rack near our bus-loop. 
(Military Trail)

No Dismissal changes without parental 
notification. 



1. Blue Lake Aftercare- Limited 
spaces (Apply Online- 7:00pm 
4/17 for all students)

2. Outside vendors picking up at 
Blue Lake are listed on our 
website.

3. Afterschool programming- 
Vendor list online 

After School Programming



https://bles.palmbeachschools.org/

Blue Lake Web page



NEXT STEPS
1. Complete and Return your registration packet online or 

in-person.

2. Sign-up for summer assessment- July 15th and 16th

3. Monitor email during summer months



Kindergarten Summer Assessments- July 15th and 16th 

Meet The Teacher- Thursday , August 8, 2024 (9:00am-10:30am) 
You will receive an email by August 7th with your teacher and room #. 

Staggered Start-
                                         Monday, August 12, 2024 (A-M)
                                         Tuesday, August 13, 2024 (N-Z)
                       
All Kindergarten families may walk their child/children to class on their staggered 
start day. Please pack your patience, as it will be crowded each morning. 

Beginning, Wednesday, August 14, 202 all kindergarten students will be 
dropped off in the car loop or by bus. Blue Lake Staff are strategically placed 
throughout campus to ensure that all students get to their assigned 
classrooms.



What is the PTA (Parent Teacher Association)

The Blue Lake Elementary Parent Teacher Association 

(PTA) is a non-profit, volunteer organization made up of 

parents, family members and staff members. 

Our mission is to encourage and support a positive, safe and inclusive school 

environment where all students can thrive socially, emotionally and academically. 

We do this by sponsoring and funding programs, recruiting and mentoring 

volunteers, and working in collaboration with our staff, families and greater 

community. 



The Blue Lake Elementary PTA will have an Executive Board. This Executive Board is an 

elected body of parents that coordinate the PTA functions with help from various 

committees and committee chairs. The Executive Board includes a:

President, Treasurer, VP of Fundraising, VP of Membership, VP of Programs, and a Secretary.

The PTA Executive Board recruits membership in the PTA, oversees various committees and 

fundraising in an official capacity, makes decisions about disbursement of PTA funds, 

responds to teacher and staff requests for PTA assistance and communicates PTA actions to 

the Blue Lake community.

PTA Executive Board



How can you get 
involved?



ble_gators_principal

Follow us on Instagram!



THANK YOU
DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS！


